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Reparations for Darfur 4: A resolution
Preamble
In the last decade, Black Africans have watched, in helpless incomprehension and confusion,
the agonies of Darfur as it was being raped by Arabs before the eyes of the whole world.
Leaving undone what they needed to do to stop the disaster, Black African presidents joined
the world in arguing over how to describe what has been going on. For example,
(1) At a press conference at the UN on 23 September, 2004, Mr. Obasanjo, Nigeria’s
president at the time, was asked to pronounce on the violence in Darfur: was it genocide or
not? His response was:
"Before you can say that this is genocide or ethnic cleansing, we will have to have a
definite decision and plan and programme of a government to wipe out a particular
group of people, then we will be talking about genocide, ethnic cleansing. What we
know is not that. What we know is that there was an uprising, rebellion, and the
government armed another group of people to stop that rebellion. That’s what we
know. That does not amount to genocide from our own reckoning. It amounts to of
course conflict. It amounts to violence."
Similarly, (2) In its report, of 25 January 2005, the UN Security Council’s five-person
commission of inquiry on Darfur concluded that:
‘the Government of the Sudan has not pursued a policy of genocide . . . directly or
through the militias under its control. . . .The crucial element of genocidal intent
appears to be missing . . . it would seem that those who planned and organised
attacks on villages pursued the intent to drive the victims from their homes,
primarily for purposes of counter-insurgency warfare.’
Meanwhile, behind the façade of an ineffective AU force, the Arab minority regime in
Khartoum, with its Janjaweed agents, was left unhindered to continue its destructive
project.
But since July 2007, when an internal UNHCR report was published by the
Independent of London, disclosing how the Khartoum Government was brazenly importing
Arabs from outside Sudan, giving them citizenship and settling them on the land and in the
villages from where the Afro-Darfurians have been expelled, all the specious and
obscurantist arguments of the last five years about whether Khartoum’s actions amounted
to genocide/ethnic cleansing or to just counter-insurgency warfare are over. They have
been overtaken and decided by events. The intent behind it all has now been revealed. The
only ones who cannot see it are those who refuse to see: It was to drive out the indigenous
black African population and repopulate their land with Arab settlers. Is that ethnic
cleansing? Is that genocide? When you drive people off their land and give their land to
others, have you not condemned them to slow death? Isn’t that genocide by other means?
It is an eternal shame on Mr. Obasanjo and his fellow black African presidents in the AU
who let that happen on their watch.
Now, what is to be done? What is to be done by Black Africans?
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In our season of continentalist delusion, various fifth columnist voices have worked to
confuse us. Some Black African intellectuals are not ashamed to be passionately proPalestinians, for being victims of land grabs by the Israelis, and yet passionately antiDarfur, the victims of a land grab by the Arabs. One of these inconsistent fellows has
denounced those Black Africans who demand stronger measures against Khartoum as
“working with the enemy”—i.e. the American and Zionist enemy of our Arab enemy.
Though the fellow parades himself as a Pan Africanist, he really is an agent of Arab
colonialism and helping to confuse our people.
Others of our Black African intellectuals, who are beholden to the Arabs in sundry
ways, have railed against the Darfur freedom fighters -- the SLA [Sudan Liberation Army]
and the JEM (Justice and Equality Movement]. One has even gone so far as to misrepresent
and denounce them as “peace vultures . . . playing reactionary politics with lives, blood,
sweat and suffering of their peoples”. This Arab-loyal “Pan-Africanist” has claimed that
the rebels “are not legitimate leaders of the people. They are their self-appointed
liberators.” He adds that they are “colonial minded leaders [who] seem to have no faith in
the AU and implicit confidence in non African governments and institutions”. Now, given
the AU’s record of subservience to the Arabs, why should the Darfurians have any
confidence at all in the AU?
We have also allowed ourselves to be confused by pro-Arab obscurantists who
claimed that for Black Africans to support Darfur would be “extremely anti-Islamic”. They
chose not to notice that the Arab-minority regime in Khartoum, its Janjaweed agents as
well as most of their Darfurian victims are all Muslim.
And while such fifth columnist voices confused and immobilized us, the Arabs have
gone on to effect their land grab in Darfur.
But who are these strange “Arabs” in Sudan, located so deep inside black Africa?
They are the Jellaba Arabs, the part-African descendants of Arab slave procurers of earlier
centuries. In Arab society, the half-Arab half-non-Arab hybrid is called hajin and ranks
lower than the full Arab. And the part-black hajins (to whom “blackness had passed from
their mothers”) rank lowest in social status in Arab society. In Sudan one is classified an
Arab if one is Muslim and speaks Arabic, and especially if one has the light (red) skin of
the part-black hajin. Most of these Sudanese Arabs are actually Nubian-Arab mixed breeds
(hajins) who are culturally Arabized. For being part-African, these hajins from Sudan are
held in contempt by the true Arabs. These despised black wannabe Arabs are so desperate
to earn acceptance by the white and true Arabs that they have become fanatical agents for
Arab expansionism into black Africa. The white Arabs, for their part, though despising
these wannabe Arabs, gladly use them as monkey’s paw to advance Arab expansionism.
Arab minority rule in Sudan is as if the Cape Coloreds of South Africa had inherited power
in 1948, proclaimed themselves Europeans, and then proceeded to inflict apartheid, war
and genocide on the black South Africans as the first stage in a racist mission to repopulate
all of black Africa with Europeans.
------Now that unfolding events have blown off the dust thrown into our eyes, what do we see?
We can see
1] that the Africans of Darfur have lost their homeland to Arab expansionist land grabbers;
2] that Darfur is a war front in today’s phase of the long race war inflicted on us black
Africans, since 640AD, by the Arab invaders and incorrigible aggressors.
3] that the Darfur war is racial not religious;
4] that the black presidents in the AU have been passive and naive accomplices of the
Arabs in this humiliation of all Black Africans;
5] that Darfur is a contemptuous spit in the face of Black Africa by the Arabs; a humiliating
expression of their total and ancient contempt for us black Africans. They have, before our
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very eyes, snatched from us a territory the size of France; and to do it, they have played
on the intelligence of our black African presidents. And they are confident that we won’t
do anything about it.
However, since aggression grows more greedy if it does not draw retaliation, if we stomach
this humiliation, if we do not chase them out of Darfur, the Arabs will be emboldened to
grab even more of our lands. Who’s next? South Sudan, Chad, Ethiopia? And after that?
Uganda, Congo, Nigeria, Kenya? And then all the way to Accra, Dakar, Harare and Cape
Town?
If you do nothing to stop the Janjaweed and their Arab masters today, it will, some
day, be your turn to be raped and ethnic cleansed by them, and you might find yourself
lamenting and saying:
The Arabs came for the South Sudanese, and I did nothing to stop them because I
wasn’t a South Sudanese;
And then the Arabs came for the black Mauritanians, and I did nothing to stop them
because I wasn’t a black Mauritanian;
Then the Arabs came for the blacks in Darfur, and I did nothing to stop them
because I wasn’t a black in Darfur;
And then the Arabs came for my black ass in Cape Town/Accra/Dakar, and by that
time there were no blacks left to stop them killing or enslaving me and taking my
land.
We should note that our clamor for reparations for past wrongs will not be taken seriously
by anybody who sees us acting indifferent to ongoing wrongs of the same kind in Darfur. If
we let stand this brazen Arab land grab in Darfur; if we leave undone what we can and
ought to do about it, nobody will respect us; nor can we keep our self-respect.
Here, for once, is a case where reparation is entirely within our competence to make.
We have absolutely no excuse for not taking back Darfur from the Arabs.
If the black presidents in the AU do not do their duty on Darfur, they will expose
themselves as cowardly appeasers of, and collaborators with, Arab expansionists. They will
expose themselves as what Garvey long ago called Traitors-at-the-top.
We must make that clear to them, to ourselves and to the whole world.
The spotlight is on us, the intelligentsia of Black Africa. It is our duty to make that clear,
and to drive these black African presidents to do their duty.
Being what Du Bois in 1921, at the 2nd Pan African Congress, called the ‘thinking
intelligentsia’ of Black Africa, it is our Pan Africanist duty to rouse our people to hold
these black African presidents accountable to our people in the matter of Darfur.
Resolution
The Black Africans, through ‘their thinking intelligentsia”, therefore now demand and call
on all the black African governments, in Africa and the diaspora, to rise to the challenge
from the Arab expansionists, and exact reparation for Darfur. We specifically call on them
1] To send a black African army to expel the Arab land grabbers now in Darfur;
2] To restore the land of Darfur to its black African owners;
3] To resettle in Darfur the indigenous populations that have been ethnic cleansed and
driven into exile or refugee camps;
4] To exact compensation from the Arab minority regime in Khartoum, and use it to
finance the resettlement of the Afro-Darfurians in their homeland.
5] To punish the Arab minority regime in Khartoum for its multitude of crimes against
black African humanity.
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We have, these many years, all failed to do our duty. We need to redeem ourselves.
Now is the time to atone for our confusion, vacillation, inaction and even indifference to
the plight of our Black African kith and kin in Darfur. Now is the time to rise and give total
and sustained support to our victimized brothers and sisters in Darfur.
Chinweizu
For the CAACBA [Committee Against Arab Colonialism in Black Africa]
Lagos, August 2007
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